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Item 8.01. Other Events
 

Akerna Corp. (the “Company”) announced on October 24, 2019, that it entered a license agreement with Zol Solutions, Inc. (“ZolTrain”) to provide ZolTrain’s online
cannabis training platform as a co-branded integration option into the Company’s MJ Platform and Leaf Data Systems.

The Company and ZolTrain will share subscription-based revenue generated from the Company’s customers. The share of revenue for each of the Company and ZolTrain
will be based on the number of training modules accessed by a customer and which of the Company and ZolTrain created the accessed content. Preceding the entry into the
license agreement, on October 3, 2019, the Company participated in a series seed preferred stock purchase offering of ZolTrain along with other investors. The Company
purchased approximately 203,000 shares of preferred stock for a purchase price of $250,000, which represents a minority investment in ZolTrain. The definitive agreements
provide the Company with rights of first refusal with respect to newly issued securities of ZolTrain as well as issued and outstanding securities of ZolTrain that are offered to
third parties. In connection with the investment, Nina Simosko, our Chief Revenue Officer, was appointed as a member of ZolTrain’s board of directors. In the event that Ms.
Simosko or any other representative of the Company is not a member of ZolTrain’s board of directors, the Company is entitled to consult with and advise ZolTrain’s
management on significant business issues. 

A copy of the press release announcing the Company’s investment in ZolTrain and the business relationship is filed as Exhibit 99.1 hereto and is incorporated by reference.

 
Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.
  
(d) Exhibits
 
Exhibit    
Number    Description
     
99.1   Press Released, dated as of October 24, 2019.
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https://content.equisolve.net/gryphondigitalmining/sec/0001213900-19-021511/for_pdf/f8k102419ex99-1_akernacorp.htm


 

  

SIGNATURES
 

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned, hereunto duly
authorized.

 
Dated: October 30, 2019 AKERNA CORP.  
   
  By: /s/ Jessica Billingsley
 

  Name: Jessica Billingsley
Title:   Chief Executive Officer 
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Exhibit 99.1
 

 

  Press Release
 
 

Akerna Makes Strategic Investment in ZolTrain
 

Company Launches First-of-Its-Kind Education Resource
 

DENVER — Oct. 24, 2019 — Akerna (NASDAQ: KERN), a leading cannabis compliance technology company, has made a strategic investment in ZolTrain, a training
platform built for the mobile world. The investment puts cannabis brand training in the palm of the budtender’s hand and provides information at the point of sale through MJ
Platform, the tracking and compliance technology solution used by Akerna customers.
 
“Our strategy at Akerna is to accelerate our organic growth with strategic acquisitions and investments that are complementary to our business and drive recurring revenue.
ZolTrain is the first of these investments,” said Jessica Billingsley, chief executive officer, Akerna. “ZolTrain is important to the maturation of the industry, enabling greater
consumer, product, and public safety through education. MJ Platform is the only technology solution that can address tracking and compliance and, through our investment in
ZolTrain, improve the customer experience by pairing education with product information at the point of sale.”
 
Budtenders are the crucial link between cannabis brands, compliance, and sales.
 
“As a dispensary owner, I was struck by the challenges of not only keeping my budtenders and staff up to date on brand information but also engaged with the content.
Depending on the dispensary, a budtender can be working with anywhere from 200 to 1,000 products. It would be impossible to maintain that much product information,” said
Jan Cole, founder, ZolTrain. “Now, with this integrated solution, a budtender can take a tutorial in less than sixty seconds on their smartphone and have access to product
information through MJ Platform at the point of sale. In my experience, an educated budtender, making the right recommendations to customers, facilitates compliance and
drives loyalty.”
 
Key Facts:
 
· 90% of purchase decisions are controlled by the retail employee, the budtender. Budtenders are the gatekeepers between the brand and the consumer. Their knowledge and

recommendations have a direct impact on customer satisfaction.
· By integrating ZolTrain with MJ Platform, Akerna customers can educate budtenders, track their training and have a resource at the point of sale.
· According to the Association for Talent Development, companies with training programs have a 218% higher income per employee than companies without formalized

training and see a 24% higher profit margin.
· MJ Platform users can sign up for Zoltrain now. The integration with MJ Platform will be completed in December.
 
 

 



 

 
About Akerna Corp.

Akerna (NASDAQ: KERN) is a global regulatory compliance technology company in the cannabis space. The cornerstones of Akerna’s service offerings are MJ Platform® and
Leaf Data Systems®, highly-versatile platforms that provide clients and government entities with a central data management system for tracking regulated cannabis products—
from seed to product to shelf to customer—through the complete supply chain. Since its establishment in 2010, the company has tracked more than $16 billion in cannabis
sales. As part of its business strategy, Akerna intends to grow through targeted, strategic acquisitions that are complementary to its current business and organically by
accelerating its product development efforts. Akerna is based in Denver.
 
Forward-Looking Statements

Certain statements made in this release and in any accompanying statements by management are “forward-looking statements” within the meaning of the “safe harbor”
provisions of the United States Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. When used in this press release, the words “estimates,” “projected,” “expects,” “anticipates,”
“forecasts,” “plans,” “intends,” “believes,” “seeks,” “may,” “will,” “should,” “future,” “propose” and variations of these words or similar expressions (or the negative versions
of such words or expressions) are intended to identify forward-looking statements. These forward-looking statements are not guarantees of future performance, conditions or
results, and involve a number of significant known and unknown risks, uncertainties, assumptions and other important factors, many of which are outside Akerna’s control, that
could cause actual results or outcomes (including, without limitation, the results of Akerna’s contracts, strategic initiatives and business plans as described herein) to differ
materially from those discussed in the forward-looking statements. Important factors, among others, that may affect actual results or outcomes include (i) Akerna’s ability to
recognize the anticipated benefits of being a public company, (ii) competition, (iii) Akerna’s ability to grow and manage growth profitably, (iv) Akerna’s ability to maintain
relationships with customers and suppliers and retain its management and key employees, (v) costs related to being a public company, (vi) changes in applicable laws or
regulations, (vii) Akerna’s ability to identify and integrate acquisitions and achieve expected synergies and operating efficiencies in connection with acquired businesses, (viii)
and other risks and uncertainties disclosed from time to time in Akerna’s filings with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, including those under “Risk Factors”
therein.  Actual results, performance or achievements may differ materially, and potentially adversely, from any projections and forward-looking statements and the
assumptions on which those vary from forward-looking statements are based. There can be no assurance that the data contained herein is reflective of future performance to any
degree. You are cautioned not to place undue reliance on forward-looking statements as a predictor of future performance as projected financial and other information, are based
on estimates and assumptions that are inherently subject to various significant risks, uncertainties and other factors, many of which are beyond Akerna’s control. All
information herein speaks only as of the date hereof, in the case of information about Akerna, or the date of such information, in the case of information from persons other than
Akerna. Akerna undertakes no duty to update or revise the information contained herein. Forecasts and estimates regarding Akerna’s industry and end markets are based on
sources believed to be reliable; however there can be no assurance these forecasts and estimates will prove accurate in whole or in part.
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Nikki.Wheeler@Akerna.Com Jason.Assad@Akerna.Com
 


